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 Objectives 

• Describe the AIDS Education & Training Center 
(AETC )Program. 

• Discuss the goals of the  AETC program. 
• Describe how  primary care providers and 

other health professionals can benefit from 
the Regional and National AETCs. 
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The AIDS Education & Training Centers (AETC)  

Who are we? 
 
A national network of 
clinicians, educators and 
trainers with expertise in the 
diagnosis, treatment and 
management of patients with 
HIV and related conditions. 
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Mission: 
 

To improve the care and 
treatment of people living 

with HIV/AIDS through 
multidisciplinary 

education and training 
programs. 

 
 

 
 Funded and administered by the 

Health Resources and Services 
Administration (HRSA) under the 

Ryan White Program 
  



Regional AETCs 
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This map should you the locaton and distribution of the new 8 regional AETCs n as you can see we cover all the states in the mainland and also Puerto Rico and the US Pacific Islands



The AETC National Centers 

Support & Complement Regional AETCs 
 

– National Coordinating Resource Center (NCRC) 
 

– National Evaluation Center (NEC) 
 
– National HIV/AIDS Clinicians’ Consultation 

Center (NCCC) 
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What do the Regional AETCs Offer? 

Training, education and technical 
assistance. 
 
• To: health care professionals 

and health care organizations 
 
• On: the prevention, diagnosis, 

treatment and management of 
HIV disease and related 
diseases and conditions 
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Primary Targets For Training 

• Novice and low volume providers 
• HIV providers who seek to stay current  
• Clinicians and health professionals at FQHCs 
• Allied health professionals (medical case managers, 

social workers, and others) 
• Faculty of medical schools, nursing and other health 

professions 
• Community health workers/promotoras 

 



Minority AIDS Initiative 

Aimed at building capacity of: 
 
•  Minority and minority-serving health care 

professionals. 
 

• Allied health care professionals and/or those 
who serve racial and ethnic minorities. 

 
• Community- based clinical care organizations 
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Augmenting this focus on minority needs, the Ryan White HIV/AIDS Program receives supplementary funding under the Minority AIDS Initiative 
(MAI), an HHS-wide funding initiative that seeks to expand or support new HIV Initiatives  targeting African-Americans, Latinos, Native Americans, Asian and pacific islander Americans

Activities aimed at building the capacity of minority providers and minority-serving health care professionals.
Innovative projects involving training of minority health care professionals and allied health care professionals and/or those who serve racial and ethnic minorities
Capacity building with community based clinical care organizations




Our Goals 

1. Increase the size and strengthen the skills of 
the HIV clinical workforce. 

2. Improve outcomes along the HIV care 
continuum, through training and technical 
assistance. 

3. Reduce HIV incidence by improving the 
achievement and maintenance of viral 
suppression in PLWH 

 



The AETC Program &  
the National HIV/AIDS  Strategy 

• Reduce new HIV infections 
• Increase access to care and improve 

health outcomes for PLWH 
• Reduce HIV-related health disparities 
• Coordinated national response to HIV 

epidemic 



Training and Technical Assistance Modalities 

• Didactic Presentations/self study 
• Interactive skills building presentations 
• Clinical preceptorships 
• Communities of practice 
• Clinical consultations 
• Coaching or technical assistance for 

organizational capacity building 
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Innovative Projects 

1. Practice Transformation 
(PT) 

2. Interprofessional 
Education (IPE) Project 

 
 
 
 

Goal: 
 

• To increase the size and the capacity of the HIV 
clinical workforce, and 
 

• Improve outcomes along the HIV Care Continuum 
 



Practice Transformation (PT) 

AETCs will work with 
selected clinical practices 
to build their capacity to 
provide quality HIV care  
 



HIV Interprofessional Education (IPE) 
Project  

 
Focused on providing 
team-based, didactic and  
hands on learning in HIV 
care and treatment in 
post graduate settings. 
 
 

SOURCE: NYU Dental 
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 Focused on providing team-based, didactic and  hands on learning in HIV care and treatment in post graduate settings.

Schools of medicine, nursing, dentistry, behavioral health, social work, public health, allied health  or pharmacy 




 
Beyond the HIV/AIDS of the 1990’s: 
 

Currently… 
• A growing population of PLWH 
• Persistent shortage of HIV providers 
• The unequal burden of HIV 
• The shift of HIV from acute to chronic 
• The possible end of AIDS 

 



The Unequal Burden of The HIV Epidemic 

Source: AIDS.Vu Persons Living with an HIV or AIDS Diagnosis per 100,000 (2012) 
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 we only need to look at this map of the US and the distribution of HIV and we can see why we need to expand the HIV work force

 HIV i is concentrated geographically in major metropolitan areas, also n the South. But as we can see it is also  many rural counties, which ae often  also medically underserved, lacking access to well trained clinicians and health are facilities  willing to provide services.





 
 
The Unequal Burden of The HIV Epidemic 
 
 



The Unequal Burden of The HIV Epidemic 



• Over 1.2 million people living 
with HIV 

 
• 50,000 new infections per 

year 
 
• 1 in 8  (12%) unaware of 

being infected 
 

• 13,000 deaths of AIDS in 
2012 
 

Source: HIV Prevention in the United States: At a critical Crossroads, 
CDC, 2009 

The Impact of The Epidemic 



Obstacles to Achieving Optimal Care 

(Source graph modified) 
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CDC estimates that of the approximately 1.2 million people living with HIV in the United States, 

Of the nearly 1.2 million Americans with HIV, only about 62% of them were linked to care, while just 41% actually stayed in care. And that was when people are being tested, for the most part, in healthcare settings 

To be the most impactful our public health and health care systems  strategies have address gaps in the HIV care continuum



Cheever L. Clinical Infectious Diseases 2007;44:1500-2.  

Where Primary Care Providers Can Make 
a Difference 



Success is Within Our Reach 

• Early detection through universal testing 
• Linkage to care 
• Appropriate HIV  treatment can suppress the viral load 

 
– Extending the life and quality of life of PLWH 
– Reducing the transmissibility by up to 96%. 

 
 
For people not infected, but at risk 
 
• Pre-Exposure Prophylaxis (PrEP)  

– Reduces acquisition of HIV by up to 94%.   
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Our Invitation: 
Join the AETCs in supporting the NHAS 
vision for the US 

.  
 

 To become- a place where new HIV infections 
are rare and when they do occur, every person, 
regardless of age, gender, race/ethnicity, sexual 
orientation, gender identity or socioeconomic 
circumstance, will have unrestricted access to 
high quality, life-extending care, free from 
stigma and discrimination” 
 



 
Visit aidsetc.org  

and contact your Regional AETC 
 



QUESTIONS ? 
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