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Housekeeping

● All participants are muted and videos are off 

● Use the Q&A or chat box to ask a question during the session 

● We will be using Mentimeter to gauge health center preparedness 
and response readiness for natural disasters and concerns

● This webinar is being recorded and materials will be emailed to all 
registrants within 7 days of this session

● We would love to hear your feedback – please fill out our brief 
evaluation at the end of the session!



National Training and Technical Assistance 
Partners (NTTAPs)

Learn More: Browse NTTAPs by Topic 

https://www.healthcenterinfo.org/our-partners/browse-nttaps-by-topic/


Today’s Facilitators

Cara Skillingstead, CCHP (she/her)
Associate Director, Health Care Transformation

Association of Asian Pacific Community Health Centers

Gladys Carrillo, LCSW (she/her)
 Director of Program Services 

National Center for Farmworker Health



Today’s Agenda

● Welcome and Introductions
● Context

○ Types of Natural Disasters 
○ Disproportionate Impacts on Health 

Center Populations
○ Priority Population Case Studies

● Audience Engagement
● Flood Preparedness in Louisiana

○ Jamie Barney, Open Health 
Care Clinic

● Resources
● Evaluation & Close



Natural Disasters

● Earthquakes
● Tornadoes
● Hurricanes
● Tsunamis
● Wildfires

● Landslides/Mudslides
● Volcanoes
● Floods
● Winter storms
● Extreme Heat

Natural Disasters are sudden or unexpected events that 
result in serious damage or death.1 They come in many 
forms including:

https://www.cdc.gov/disasters/index.html


National Level Threat of Natural Disasters
Natural disasters are increasing in 
frequency and severity.1

● More deadly weather patterns.2,3

● Little to no warning for catastrophic 
events.

● More marginalized communities 
impacted.4

● Less time for health centers to prepare                                                   
and respond to diverse patient needs.5

Relief workers stand in a circle in front of collapsed building 
in discussion. Photo courtesy of RAEng_Publications.

https://health2016.globalchange.gov/
https://www.americares.org/what-we-do/emergency-programs/disaster-types/hurricanes-extreme-weather/
https://www.americares.org/what-we-do/emergency-programs/disaster-types/earthquakes/
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2023/11/14/hhs-factsheet-national-climate-assessment-5-unveiled.html
https://files.asprtracie.hhs.gov/documents/aspr-tracie-climate-change-resilience-and-healthcare-system-considerations-508.pdf


Disproportionate Impact on Health 
Center Populations
● Increase in widespread global displacement of communities of 

color.1

● Increase in number of climate refugees countries migrating to 
U.S.1

● Limited substandard housing options for undocumented 
immigrants and immigrants with Limited English Proficiency.2,3 

● Reveal gaps and  effects of systemic racism and structural 
poverty in health center populations.4

https://www.unhcr.org/global-trends-report-2022
https://www.unhcr.org/global-trends-report-2022
https://www.farmworkerjustice.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/EJ-Symposium-Issue-Brief-Climate-Change_FINAL.pdf
https://www.farmworkerjustice.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/EJ-Symposium-Report_07_14_2022.pdf
https://www.ncfh.org/uploads/3/8/6/8/38685499/emergency_preparedness_5.20.18.pdf


Impacts on Migrant and Seasonal 
Agricultural Workers (MSAW)
● Lost wages or loss of employment. 

● Displacement/change in migratory patterns.

● Increased vulnerability to climate-related                                                       
illnesses. 

● More hazardous working conditions 

● Increase in environmental and occupational 
safety risks                                                                   

● More vulnerable due to substandard, rural                                                                  
housing conditions.

Agricultural Workers at COVID-19 vaccination clinic.
Photo courtesy of NCFH.



Impacts on Asian Americans (AA)

● “AAPI” erases the unique and 
diverse needs and experiences.1

● Consider intersectionality.

● Historical trauma of 
colonization, exploitation, and 
displacement.

Flooding in New York City caused by Hurricane Ida 
largely impacted immigrant and communities of 
color. The majority of deaths were AA immigrants 
who lived in basement apartments.2

Water with debris approaches top of window and door. 
Photo courtesy of Ernesto Moreno Aguirre

https://www.statnews.com/2023/11/21/asian-american-health-disparities-obscured/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/hurricane-ida-new-york-floods/2021/09/04/b661e9da-0ce7-11ec-a6dd-296ba7fb2dce_story.html


Impacts on Native Hawaiian/Pacific 
Islanders (NH/PI)
● NH/PI experience devastating 

impacts rising sea levels.1,2

● Storm surges, extreme tides, 
cause coastal erosion, and 
ecosystem devastation.3

● Dispossession of land, rights, 
and cultural identity. Climate change and nuclear testing have 

displaced many Marshallese. Northwest 
Arkansas is a large resettlement area, which 
frequently experiences tornadoes.4,5,6

Child and dog walk on tidal flats at a Marshall Island Atoll. 
Photo courtesy of Asian Development Bank via Flickr

https://www.cdc.gov/climateandhealth/effects/hawaiiandpacificislands.htm
https://www.usgs.gov/centers/pcmsc/science/impact-sea-level-rise-and-climate-change-pacific-ocean-atolls
https://new.nsf.gov/science-matters/pacific-islands-front-line-battle-against-climate
https://theyappie.com/marshall-islands-climate-nuclear/
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/show/marshall-islands-a-third-of-the-nation-has-left-for-the-us
https://prismreports.org/2021/05/19/u-s-nuclear-testing-in-the-marshall-islands-still-affects-marshallese-lives-in-the-pandemic/


Impact on Older Adults

● More likely than any other age group to 
be a casualty of a weather emergency.1

● Lack of access to power can result in a 
medical crisis.2

● Social isolation can delay emergency 
information or preparedness planning.3

NCECE Resource: Building Connections to Improve Weather 
Emergency Preparedness for Socially Isolated Older Adults

About half of the deaths during or in 
the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina 
(2005) and Hurricane Sandy (2012) 
were individuals over age 65. 4,5

Rescuers help an elder woman escape home during 
flooding. Photo courtesy of CNN. 

https://www.nia.nih.gov/news/protecting-older-adults-effects-natural-disasters-and-extreme-weather
https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/nejmsa1803972
https://ltsscenter.org/reports/The_Impact_of_Climate_Change_Why_Older_Adults_are_Vulnerable.pdf
https://ece.hsdm.harvard.edu/sites/hwpi.harvard.edu/files/ece/files/building_connections_to_improve_weather_emergency_preparedness_for_socially_isolated_older_adults_.pdf?m=1692804253
https://ece.hsdm.harvard.edu/sites/hwpi.harvard.edu/files/ece/files/building_connections_to_improve_weather_emergency_preparedness_for_socially_isolated_older_adults_.pdf?m=1692804253
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/disaster-medicine-and-public-health-preparedness/article/hurricane-katrina-deaths-louisiana-2005/8A4BA6D478C4EB4C3308D7DD48DEB9AB
https://www.nytimes.com/2012/11/18/nyregion/hurricane-sandys-deadly-toll.html?smid=nytcore-ios-share&referringSource=articleShare


Impacts on Unhoused Populations

Hurricane Irma over the Atlantic Ocean from above. 
Photo courtesy of NASA Goddard Flight Center. 

● Hurricanes lead to widespread 
flooding and displacement.1

● Multiply marginalized unhoused 
populations experience worst 
outcomes.2

● Forced evacuations require 
trauma informed lens.3

NHCHC Resource: Disaster Planning for 
People Experiencing Homelessness 

Hurricanes cause widespread and 
catastrophic damage.1 Those who 
are often first and worst harmed by 
these disasters are unhoused 
populations.2

https://climate.nasa.gov/news/3184/a-force-of-nature-hurricanes-in-a-changing-climate/
https://palletshelter.com/blog/how-climate-change-harms-displaced-communities/
https://nhchc.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/08/DisasterPlanning.pdf
https://nhchc.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/08/DisasterPlanning.pdf
https://nhchc.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/08/DisasterPlanning.pdf
https://climate.nasa.gov/news/3184/a-force-of-nature-hurricanes-in-a-changing-climate/
https://palletshelter.com/blog/how-climate-change-harms-displaced-communities/


Impacts on Residents of Public and Assisted 
Housing

. 

● Many public housing units lack features 
necessary to adapt to climate change.1

● Many residents are elders, have 
disabilities, and/or access and mobility 
issues.2

● In coastal states, 25,000 units are at 
risk of flooding due to sea-level rise.3

● Protection for public housing residents 
should include preventative measures 
and communication.4

Flooding of public housing units, Photo courtesy 
JJFarquitectos.

https://housingmatters.urban.org/articles/neglecting-public-housing-leaves-families-vulnerable-effects-climate-change?utm_medium=twitter&utm_source=hm_social
https://nchph.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/Demographic-Facts-Residents-Living-in-Public-Housing-v2.pdf
https://www.statnews.com/2023/08/29/climate-change-public-housing-health-consequences/
https://www.hud.gov/climate


Key Considerations

● Preparedness for Response = Preparedness for Recovery

● Culturally responsive resources and services

● In-language materials in multiple formats

● Partnerships with community-based organizations to foster 
trust and relationships

● Collaboration with trusted leaders and messengers before 
emergencies occur



Today’s Speaker

Jamie Barney, DSW, LCSW-BACS (she/her)
Vice President of Behavioral Health Services

Open Health Care Clinic
Jamie.Barney@ohcc.org







































Questions?



Session Resources
● U.S. Department of Health and Human Services Climate Health 

Outlook 
● Obtaining FEMA Funding for Damaged or Destroyed Facilities
● Americares Emergency Preparedness and Response Resources for 

Health Centers: Ready | Respond | Recovery
● Americares Extreme Weather Tool Kits for Hurricanes, Tornadoes, 

Floods | Extreme Heat | Wildfires
● Building Resilience Against Climate Effects (BRACE) Framework, 

CDC 
● Community Health Access to Resilient Green Energy (CHARGE) 

Partnership, NACHC
● HUD Community Resilience Toolkit

https://www.hhs.gov/climate-change-health-equity-environmental-justice/climate-change-health-equity/climate-health-outlook/index.html
https://www.hhs.gov/climate-change-health-equity-environmental-justice/climate-change-health-equity/climate-health-outlook/index.html
https://caplink.org/fema-funding
https://www.americares.org/what-we-do/emergency-programs/emergency-cycle/ready/
https://www.americares.org/what-we-do/emergency-programs/emergency-cycle/respond/
https://www.americares.org/what-we-do/emergency-programs/emergency-cycle/recover/
https://www.americares.org/what-we-do/emergency-programs/disaster-types/hurricanes-extreme-weather/
https://www.americares.org/wp-content/uploads/5-Steps-to-Ready-Checklist-2023-Hurricanes.pdf
https://www.americares.org/wp-content/uploads/5-Steps-to-Ready-Checklist-2023-Hurricanes.pdf
https://www.americares.org/wp-content/uploads/5-Steps-to-Ready_ExtremeHeat_FINAL.pdf
https://www.americares.org/wp-content/uploads/5-Steps-to-Ready_Wildfires_FINAL.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/climateandhealth/BRACE.htm
https://chargepartnership.org/
https://chargepartnership.org/
https://www.hudexchange.info/resource/5981/community-resilience-toolkit/


Session Resources
● NRHA Rural Emergency Preparedness and Response 
● FEMA Disasters & Assistance
● CDC Disaster Resources
● CDC Crisis & Emergency Risk Communication (CERC) Tools and 

Templates
● Ready Disasters and Emergencies
● NCFH Emergency Preparedness Tools
● Migrant and Seasonal Farm Worker Emergency Preparedness 

Planning Guide
● MCN Resources: Emergency Preparedness for Chronic Disease 

Patients in Puerto Rico: Continuity of Care as a Tool to Protect Health 
and Emergency Management Webinar

https://www.ruralhealth.us/programs/resources/rural-emergency-preparedness-and-response
https://www.fema.gov/assistance
https://www.cdc.gov/disasters/disaster_resources.html
https://emergency.cdc.gov/cerc/resources/templates-tools.asp
https://emergency.cdc.gov/cerc/resources/templates-tools.asp
https://www.ready.gov/be-informed
https://www.ncfh.org/health-center-toolbox.html
https://www.norc.org/content/dam/norc-org/pdfs/FILLABLEMigrantandSeasonalFarmWorkersEmergencyPreparednessPlanningGuide.pdf
https://www.norc.org/content/dam/norc-org/pdfs/FILLABLEMigrantandSeasonalFarmWorkersEmergencyPreparednessPlanningGuide.pdf
https://www.migrantclinician.org/streamline/emergency-preparedness-chronic-disease-patients-puerto-rico-continuity-care-tool-protect
https://www.migrantclinician.org/streamline/emergency-preparedness-chronic-disease-patients-puerto-rico-continuity-care-tool-protect
https://www.migrantclinician.org/webinar/emergency-management-2023-11-09.html


Register Now

View the Resources

https://bit.ly/3r2OD0V
https://bit.ly/3TfeHBv
https://bit.ly/3r2OD0V
https://bit.ly/3TfeHBv


EVALUATION
Please take the time to complete the 
Forum evaluation via Zoom, and help us 
improve this activity for future sessions. 



Thank you!

Next Session on Extreme Heat 
and Wildfires: February 8, 2024


